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in the sandy beach and sat down to await our arrival. When we
came up to her, she ensconced us in our places and covered each
man with a skin, thus committing us to what might have been a
very painful ambuscade; for the vile smeU of the sea-fed brutes
was peculiarly trying, and I should like to know who would
choose a monster of the deep for bed-fellow. However, the god-
dess herself thought of a sovran remedy and came to our rescue
with some ambrosia, which she applied to each man*s nostrils. It
was sweet-smelling stuff and killed the stench of the seals. So
there we waited patiently right through the morning. And thick
and fast the seals came up from the sea and lay down in com-
panies along the beach to sleep. At midday the old man him-
self emerged, found his fat seals already there, and went the
rounds to make his count. Entirely unsuspicious of the fraud,
he included us as the first four in his flock. When he had done,
he too lay down to sleep. Then, with a shout, we leapt upon
him and flung our arms round his back. But the old man's
skill and cunning had not deserted him. He began by turning
into a bearded lion and then into a snake, and after that a pan-
ther and a giant boar. He changed into running water too and
a great tree in leaf. But we set our teeth and held him like a
vice.
'When at last he had grown tired of his magic repertory, he
broke into speech and began asking me questions. * * Tell me now,
Menelaus," he said, "which of the gods conspired with you to
waylay and capture me? And what have you done it for?"((Old
man," I answered, "this is mere prevarication. You know as
well as I do how long I have been a prisoner on this island, un-
able to escape and growing weaker every day. So tell me now,
in your divine omniscience, which god it is that has laid me by
the heels and cut my voyage short; and tell me also how I can
get home across the playgrounds of the fish." "You blundered,"
said the old man in reply. "Before embarking, you should have
offered rich sacrifice to Zeus and all the other gods, if you
wished to get home fast across the wine-dark sea. You have no
chance whatever of reaching your own country and seeing" your

